
 

 
1st March 2021 
 
Dear Parent 
 
Firstly, we would like to congratulate you all and your children on their fantastic level of 
engagement with the online teaching and learning process.  They have been outstanding and a 
credit to you all.   
 
The Government has made some announcements about the phased return to school.  On the 
22nd February we had our wonderful Rang Iosaif back in the school and we were all delighted 
to have the building open and students return.  This morning we welcomed back our sixth 
years and it was great to see them and to be able to offer them some clarity on the Leaving 
Certificate process. 
 
On the 15th March we will welcome back all our fifth years and then hopefully all going well 
all students will return after Easter on the 12th April.  All of this is cause for optimism with 
the days getting longer and the Summer to look forward to. 
 
We realise that it is difficult for students to sustain their interest with home schooling but the 
end is in sight.  We have four more weeks of home schooling and St. Patricks Day off in the 
middle of it.  We then have two weeks for the Easter holidays and then all students will be 
back in the building.   
 
This year the government has asked schools to close a week earlier – on the 28th May to 
allow the schools to manage the new Leaving Certificate process for the last week. 
 
We would ask that you encourage your children to make one last effort to log on to all classes 
for the next four weeks and to engage in school activities.  Please encourage students to join 
all classes and not to pick and choose which classes to attend.  This is happening with only a 
small number of students and sometimes it is due to wifi issues and so on.  If that is the case, 
please put the details up on the VSware app so their teachers are aware of the problems. 
Teachers are teaching new topics all the time and we don’t want anyone to fall behind. 
 
The VSware app and VSware online can give you detailed lesson by lesson attendance for 
your son/daughter.  If you click on this link you will get instructions on how to access this 
information.  Parent App - Attendance (vsware.ie). The app can tell you for example how 
many maths classes they have missed this year, how many lates and so on.  Sometimes of 
course as it is online teachers may make a mistake and mark someone absent by mistake.  If 
that is the case just email admin@sbc.ie and we can check on it.  Otherwise, you can enter 
details on reasons for absence such as wifi issues, put in that a student will be out in advance 
and keep a close eye on whether they are engaging or not.   
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Once again thank you for your support through all this change.  If you have worries or 
concerns get in touch through phone or email and we will do our best to support and help 
you.   
 
Kind regards 
  
HELEN CADOGAN 
PRINCIPAL 


