
  

20th February 2021 
 
Dear Leaving Cert/LCA Student and Parent 
 
Firstly, I hope you are all well and safe at this time.  I understand it has been a difficult and 
stressful time for all our Leaving Cert and LCA students.  The Department of Education has 
provided some clarity even though there are still some questions to be answered.  As a school 
we have received no more information than what is in the media or the press release from the 
Minister but I have put together the information we have in this letter.   
 

1. Leaving Certificate and Leaving Certificate Applied students can choose to sit 
their exams, receive accredited grades or both.  They can make this decision on 
a subject by subject basis.  Students who choose to do both will receive a final 
certificate of results showing the better grade achieved on each subject. 

2. For those choosing to sit the Leaving Certificate examinations, oral 
examinations, arranged by the school locally, will be held during the Easter 
holidays or shortly after.  

3. Coursework will proceed in subjects where these form a normal part of the 
examination.  Additional time will be provided to complete these – dates will 
issued soon on this. 

4. In some subjects practical examinations will not be possible given public health 
concerns.  This will be advised as soon as possible.  I think this means the 
practical task assessment for Engineering and Construction.  Clarification will 
come on this.   

5. Written Leaving Certificate examinations will– 
i. Operate in accordance with the normal timetable  

ii. Be conducted subject to public health advice and providing, as far 
as possible, access to the examinations for very high risk students, 
and 

iii. Provide clear information and guidance to students 
communicating the approach to examinations this year 

 
6. An Accredited Grades system, to be operated by the SEC, will be available 

whereby Leaving Certificate candidates can opt to have grades in some or all 
of their subjects (to be known as “SEC Accredited Grades”) issued to them at 
the same time as the examination results. 
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a. The elements of the SEC Accredited Grades system will include the 
following: 

i. The professional judgement of each of the candidate’s teachers 
which will not be subject to appeal 

ii. A form of in-school alignment to ensure fairness amongst candidates 
at school level 

iii. Approval by the school principal of the estimated subject scores 
iv. A process of standardisation at national level to ensure as much 

fairness as possible amongst this year’s candidates 
v. The SEC Accredited Grade and examinations outcomes will have 

regard to the pattern of results in 2020 and previously, with more 
details of the process to be determined by the Minister having regard 
to advice from the SEC 

vi. A right for students to appeal in respect of their Accredited Grade 
which will comprise a process review focused on examining possible 
errors in the transmission and processing of student data, and 

vii. Provision as far as practicable for out-of-school learners or students 
studying one or more subjects outside school to apply to receive 
Accredited Grades through the devising of an appropriate and 
practicable process. 

viii. It is intended to prepare and publish, in consultation with 
stakeholders, accessible and detailed guidance for parents, students, 
teachers and schools to be issued as soon as possible. 

7. Indicative Dates - The following indicative dates have been provided by the 
Department of Education: 
a. May 14th – Closing date for collection of evidence of learning from 6th 

year student for the purpose of establishing an estimated mark. 
b. May 28th – Schools will close for all students to allow the final week for 

completion of alignment process and data entry related to SEC Accredited 
Grades by schools. 

c. June 4th – Closing date for schools to enter/return all data from the school 
to the SEC relating to SEC Accredited Grades. 

d. June 9th – Written Leaving Certificate examinations to commence in 
schools. 

e. The SEC will issue revised dates for submission of Leaving Certificate 
course work and the scheduling/arrangements for LCA tasks and 
interviews in the coming days and weeks. 

8. This is a link to a video provided to Leaving certificate 
students:  https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d3ea2-leaving-certificate-
2021/#leaving-certificate-2021 

 
The date by when students will have to opt for accredited grades or exams or both will be 
issued soon and you will do this online and we in the school will then get that information.  
 
From looking at all the information so far, my best advice is that all students should 
consider doing both the accredited grades and the exams as the result given in the end 
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will be the best one.  This is, however, a decision for the students themselves and their 
parents.   
 
Whichever option is chosen we have been told that we have until the 14th May to collect 
evidence to establish an estimated mark.  This means that we will continue to prepare all the 
students in front of us for the exams in June and will be gathering evidence also at the same 
time.   
 
As we are preparing all the students for the exams in June we will be giving pre exams to all 
the students on our return as planned.  This will help prepare them for the exams and may 
also be used as one piece of evidence.  Pre-exams are an essential part of the preparation for 
leaving cert exams. It is the first-time students will have gotten a chance to do full papers in 
all subjects. 
 
We have prepared a pre-exam timetable that is spread out to enable us to provide readers and 
scribes but this also affords us an opportunity to work with students on their 
projects.  Attached is a draft plan for how this might work giving students blocks of time over 
the first 10 days back to work on DCG, Ag Science, Engineering and Art projects.  These are 
times when the students doing those subjects will not be in exams.  This is a draft plan at the 
moment.  From a public health point of view students should go home when they do not have 
exams or project work. 
 
The media information is that Leaving Certs will be back on the 1st March although this is not 
confirmed.  This is why the plan outlined attached says Day 1, Day 2 and so on instead of 
having exact dates.  The first day back in school will be Day 1. 
 
We will have a teams meeting with leaving cert students early next week and again once I 
have more detail from the Department of Education.  Our teachers will be teaching you 
online again from Monday and they will continue to prepare students for the examinations in 
June while gathering evidence for accredited grades.   
 
I would ask all students and parents not to engage in any conversations with teachers about 
what students might get in accredited grades.  These will not be determined until the week 
after the 28th May as outlined.  Teachers will not engage in any conversations around this.   
 
Doing both the accredited grades and the exams gives you two chances to get good results but 
each candidate gets to decide on what is best for them. 
 
We will keep you all updated as the information comes in so you can expect a few more of 
these letters.   
 
If any of you have questions or worries please get in touch but for now continue to engage 
in online classes from Monday.  Stay safe and well.   
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Helen Cadogan 
Principal 
 



Pre-Exams 2021 and Project Work 
 

Leaving Certificate 
 

Day 1 
 

9:00 – 11:50 English (O,H) – Paper 1 
1:30 – 4:00 Home Economics, Social and Scientific 
12:30 – 3:20 Engineering Project 

Day 2 9:00 – 12:20 English (O,H) – Paper 2 
1:00 – 3:30 Engineering (O) 
1:00 – 4:00 Engineering (H) 
1:00 – 3:20 Art Project 

Day 3 9:00 – 11:50 Geography (O,H) 
9:00 – 12:00 Engineering Project 
1:30 – 4:00 Mathematics (O,H) Paper 1 
1:30 – 4:00 Mathematics (F) 

Day 4 9:00 – 11:30 Mathematics (O,H) – Paper 2 
1:00 – 3:20 Irish (H) incl aural – Paper 1 
1:00 – 2:50 Irish (O) incl aural – Paper 1 
1:00 – 3:20 Irish (F) incl aural – Paper 1 

Day 5 9:30 – 11:50 Irish (O) – Paper 2 
9:30 – 12:35 Irish (H) – Paper 2 
1:00 – 4:00 Biology (O,H) 
1:00 – 3:20 Construction Projects – Mr Harrington’s class  

Day 6 9:00 – 11:30 French (O,H) Written 
11:40 – 12:20 French (O,H) Aural 
9:00 – 12:00 Agricultural Science Project 
1:00 – 3:50 History (O,H) 
1:00 – 3:20 DCG Project 

Day 7 9:00 – 11:30 Business (O) 
9:00 – 12:00 Business (H) 
9:00 – 12:00 Construction Projects – Mr Lehane’s class 
1:30 – 4:00 Art, History & Appreciation (O,H) 
1:00 – 3:20 Engineering Project 

Day 8 9:00 – 12:00 Construction Project – Mr Lehane’s class 
9:00 – 12:00 DCG Project 
1:00 – 3:30 Construction Studies (O) 
1:00 – 4:00 Construction Studies (H) 

Day 9 9:00 – 11:30 LCVP – Link Module 
1:30 – 4:00 Agricultural Science (0,H) 
12:30 – 3:20 Construction Projects – Mr Harrington’s class  
12:30 – 3:20 Art Project 

Day 10 9:00 – 12:00 Chemistry (O,H) 
9:00 – 12:00 Construction Project – Mr Lehane’s class 
1:00 – 4:00 Physics (O,H) 
1:00 – 4:00 Agricultural Science Project 

Day 11 9:00 – 12:00 DCG (O,H) 
9:00 – 12:00 Construction Projects – Mr Harrington’s class 
1:00 – 2:30  Music – Listening (O,H) 



2:45 – 4:15 Music Composing (O,H) 
1:00 – 3:20 Engineering Project 
1:00 – 3:20 Construction Project – Mr Lehane’s class 
1:00 – 3:20 Art Project 

Day 12 Normal Class 
 
 

Leaving Certificate Applied 
 

Day 1 
 

10:00 – 12:00 English and Communications 
1:30 – 3:30 Social Education 

Day 2 10:00 – 11:00 Irish (incl listening) 
Day 3 10:00 – 12:00 Mathematical Applications 

  
Day 4 10:00 – 11:30 Engineering 

2:00 – 4:00 Graphic and Construction Studies 
Day 5 Normal Class 

 
 


