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Agenda Issues 
 
 

General Assembly  Special Conference 
Concert Hall  Millennium Hall 

Issue 1 
 

The question of the development of a common 
strategy to tackle novel viruses and global 

pandemics 
 

Every nation on a global scale was sent into a wave of 
panic, grief and fear with the outbreak of Covid-19. No 
country was prepared for such an outbreak, with 4,637,130 
cases and 311,843 deaths worldwide as of 17 May 2020. 
With nations in lockdown, many question how life will be 
altered with the easing of restrictions. What will be the ‘new 
normal’? No nation could have been accurately prepared in 
advance for such events. Some researchers suggest that 
converting to a plant based vegan diet can prevent future 
events of this magnitude to unfold; others suggest 
distancing to be permanent to some extent, with certain 
measures permanently in place. How long before vaccines 
have been tested enough can it be plausible for them to be 
administrated on a global scale? Now more than ever, 
research teams are vital. Should they work together across 
countries? Should their budgets be increased exponentially? 
Resolutions that are both realistic and effective in preparing 
the world for future outbreaks are welcomed to keep such 
events from unfolding in the future. 

Wednesday 
20 Jan. 

Issue 1 
 

The question of antibiotic administration and 
strategies to mitigate the spread of superbugs 

 

With due regard to the increasing regularity of superbug 
outbreaks, coupled with our lack of effective means to 
treat them; questions naturally arise as to what solutions 
are plausible in combating these crises. They are 
bacterial infections resistant to most antibiotics and other 
medications. Issues arise further when prescribed 
antibiotics are ineffective and the bacterium present in 
the background has the opportunity to mutate in order to 
avoid being killed by the prescribed antibiotic. Also, 
bacterial development can be assisted by patients not 
taking their medication for the prescribed time to fully kill 
the bacteria. Delegates should consider proper antibiotic 
prescription education with regard to communication 
between the doctors and the patients. They should also 
give due consideration to proposals for further 
international co-operation and diplomatic means as an 
effective tool in creating a stronger scientific community. 
All proposals should understand the nature of superbugs, 
have strategy for addressing factual elements of virology 
and be plausible with regard to performance targets. 

Issue 2 
 

The question of the challenges to food production 
and its impacts on hunger, migration and 

displacement 
 

The challenges to food production vary from natural to 
political and social aspects. Such challenges include rising 
population (219,000 people will be at the dinner table tonight 
who were not last night – many of them with empty plates), 
but also climate change and melting mountain glaciers that 
reduce water available for irrigation. Water depletion in 
general is a massive issue and not just in the Sahel, sub-
Saharan Africa and desert rims. Aquifer depletion threatens 
harvests in the big 3 grain producers – China, India and 
USA; the question is not if water shortage will affect their 
food production but when. Another challenge is soil erosion 
as nearly 1/3 of the world’s cropland is losing topsoil faster 
than new soil is forming. With farming glass ceilings being 
reached, the UN has warned, a crisis of biblical proportions 
could be 1 harvest away. As a present problem, millions of 
people are displaced due to food scarcity more worryingly 
so in South Sudan, Syria, Myanmar, Central African Rep., 
DR Congo & Burundi. Focus must be on the increase of 
food production, emergency help to the displaced, as well as 
supporting people and the production and access to food in 
their places of origin. 

Thursday 
21 Jan. 

 

Issue 2 
 

The question of the mass production of 
electronic devices and its impact on the 

environment and natural resources 
 

As we pass through the technological revolution at what 
feels like light speed, humans’ capacity for creation in the 
field of technology is breaking new barriers each day. 
This development has not come cheaply however, and 
the party which has paid the heaviest price is the 
environment. With regard to the environmental impacts, 
experts have contended that the creation of 
semiconductors results in “On average, the 
manufacturing of just 1/8-inch of a silicon wafer requires 
about 3,787 gallons of wastewater, not to mention 27 
pounds of chemicals and 29 cubic feet of hazardous 
gases”.   As technology advances so to do the materials 
necessary for their creation. Most smart technology has 
become reliant on lithium-ion batteries. Their high 
capability makes every-day operations easier, but 
environmentally they are not sustainable. Lithium-ion 
batteries have proved toxic when improperly disposed of. 
The question to be addressed by delegates is how the 
international community can appropriately and 
adequately address the growing environmental concerns 
regarding the technology sector. 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Assembly  Special Conference 
Concert Hall  Millennium Hall 

 

Issue 3 
 

The question of wild animals in captivity, wildlife 
trafficking and illegal trophy hunting 

 
 

The release of crime documentary Tiger King shed light on 
the shocking horrors and disorderly conduct in the 
underworld of big cat breeding, and the trafficking of 
endangered species. The world is dealing with an 
unprecedented spike in illegal wildlife trade, threatening to 
overturn decades of conservation gains. According to 
Panthera, lions have disappeared from 95% of their historic 
range due to habitat loss, hunting and poaching, retaliatory 
killings by livestock owners, and loss of prey. As of today, 
lions as a species are extinct in 26 African countries, with 
23,000 to 39,000 left in the wild, in comparison to 200,000 
just over a century ago. Other species predominantly 
affected by the illegal practice of trafficking and poaching 
are elephants, rhinoceros, tigers, mountain gorillas, lemurs, 
and snow leopards. As of November 2019, captive tigers in 
the United States outnumbered those in the wild. These 
endangered species are in desperate need of our 
intervention. Conservation and salvation is within our reach. 
 

Thursday 
21 Jan. 

Issue 3 
 

The question of the rights and integration of 
indigenous peoples and native communities 

 

Indigenous peoples sometimes referred to as ‘first 
peoples’ or ‘native peoples’ are ethnic groups who are 
the original or earliest settlers in a particular area. Many 
countries in the Americas as well as Oceania, Polynesia, 
Africa, among many more areas of the globe are home to 
large populations of indigenous peoples. Throughout 
history, native civilisations have been forced out of their 
homes by foreign settlers. For centuries, native 
populations have been confined into reservations or 
deprived of rights in the USA, Mexico, Peru, Australia, 
etc. Native populations have been discriminated against 
throughout history and are still discriminated against to 
this day. Native peoples make up 5% of the world’s 
population; however, they make up 15% of the extreme 
poor. A good resolution must acknowledge the different 
nations in which indigenous populations are located. 
Delegates must be respectful to native populations while 
also providing an adequate solution to protecting their 
rights.  

 

Issue 4 
 

The question of eliminating all forms of domestic 
violence and sexual harassment 

 

Domestic Violence and Sexual Harassment is on the rise 
worldwide. As the UN Secretary General said: “violence is 
not confined to the battlefield, and for many women and 
girls, the threat looms largest where they should be safest: 
in their own homes”. This issue affects both men and 
women but it tends to be more lethal for women. Violence 
against women is as serious a cause of death and 
incapacity among women as cancer, and a greater cause of 
ill health than traffic accidents and malaria combined. Whilst 
these figures are startling; other figures suggest that as 
many as 1 in 3 victims of domestic violence are male. 
Delegates should ensure they are familiar with international 
law and the Handbook for Legislation on Violence against 
Women. UN Women and HRW will undoubtedly provide 
fruitful debate and will put some nations in check. Delegates 
should be educated on the various challenges that this issue 
brings to light and come up with effective and realistic 
solutions such as preventative measures, protection, 
support, and assistance to complainants/survivors. 

Friday 
22 Jan. 

Issue 4 
 

The question of the sustainable development 
goal #12 and the rights of animals in food 

production and consumption  
 

In this agenda issue the intention is to marry sustainable 
development goal #12 (responsible consumption & 
production) with the question of animal rights as they are 
reared to enter the food markets. The more we consume 
meat and other animal products, the tendency is for the 
conditions in which they live and die to deteriorate 
considerably. Like our food habits and dietary choices 
impact on the environment due to the production of 
different types of food, it also impacts on animal welfare. 
In many instances, animals are crammed into filthy 
windowless sheds and stuffed into wire cages. Calves 
are separated from their mothers, chickens sustain 
broken wings and death by stress, fish are fed antibiotics 
in aquafarms and mother pigs are constantly pregnant 
stuck in gestation cages where they cannot even turn. 
Slaughter methods and animal killings for kosher and 
halal foods are also issues much needed to be debated. 
Should food habits be changed or is regulation enough? 

. Issue 5 

 

The question of the regulation of political 
advertisements, propaganda and disinformation 

on social media 
 

Political advertisements are found all across social media 
nowadays. Political advertising is an essential part of 
politics, as it informs people on the different political parties 
in their country. Unfortunately, facts are often twisted into 
fiction in order to sway a population to think a certain way. 
This is called propaganda. Propaganda has been used 
throughout the history of politics and diplomacy. The most 
famous use of propaganda in modern history was by the 
Nazi Party in Nazi Germany in the mid-twentieth century. 
Propaganda is often used by the leaders of dictatorships in 
order to maintain and increase their power. Countries such 
as DPRK, China, Russia, USA and many others are 
accused of using propaganda to gain popularity among its 
citizens and also at the international level. Disinformation; 
commonly referred to as ‘Fake News’ is false or misleading 
information that is spread with the purpose of swaying the 
thoughts of a population. It is also often targeted based on a 
person’s browsing habits. To have a successful debate, 
delegates must be aware of uses of propaganda throughout 
the world, the effects of false political advertising and come 
up with ideas to combat the spread of disinformation online. 

 

Issue 5 
 

The question of the criminalisation of 
LGBTQIA+ hate speech and all forms of 

homophobia  
 

On a daily basis, members of the LGBTQIA+ community 
are subjected to discrimination and homophobic attacks 
across the world. Homophobia ranges from being denied 
appropriate health care to violent assaults. In 1994, the 
UN General Assembly along with the UN Human Rights 
Council ordered that laws against homosexuality are a 
violation of human rights. Despite this, same-sex 
relationships are a crime in 69 countries and warrants the 
death penalty in 8 of these countries. A lack of adequate 
legal protections for the LGBTQIA+ community allows for 
prejudice, discrimination, hate speech and violent 
attacks. In February 2020, a referendum in Switzerland 
was passed, banning all forms of discrimination based on 
sexual orientation but there is a growing animosity 
against the LGBTQIA+ community in many countries with 
a disturbing history of homophobic violence. Delegates 
should be familiar with current laws regarding LGBTQIA+ 
hate speech and homophobia and the UN’s guidelines to 
protect this community.  Delegates should present 
realistic approaches to achieving legal protection for the 
LGBTQIA+ community and to countering homophobia. 
 

 

 


